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her. co-wives/'1 Prior to the birth of Harsa, as pregnancy came on,
her cup-like bosoms grew dark in their tender nipples and all day
long she lay on a couch.3
When a queen desired to have a child*  probably  if   she  did  not
have one for a considerable time, she appears to have resorted to cer-
tain customs.   It is said   that   queen   Vilasavatl,   " slept   within   the
temples of Durga, dark with smoke of bdellium ceaselessly burnt* on
a bed of clubs covered with green grass, fasting, her pure form clothed
in white, raiment;  she bathed under  cows   endowed   with auspicious
marks, adorned for the occasion by the wives of the old cowherds in
the herd-stations, with golden pitchers  laden with all sorts of jewels
decorated with branches of the plpal^  decked  with divers fruits  and
flowers and filled with holy water; every day she would rise and give
to Brahmanas golden musiard leaves   adorned with every   gem;   she
stood in the midst of a circle drawn by the king himself, in  a place
where four roads meet, on the fourteenth nighfc of the dark fortnight,
and performed auspicious rites of bathing,   in which the gods of  the
four quarters were gladdened  by the various   oblations   offered;   she
honoured the shrines of the  siddhas  and  sought the  houses   of   the
neighbouring (Sapta) Matrkas, in which faith   was displayed  'by   the
people; she bathed in all the celebrated snake-ponds; with a sun-wise
turn,, she worshipped the plpal and other trees to which   honour was
wont to be shown;   after  bathing,  with   hands   circled   by   swaying
bracelets, she herself gave to the birds an offering of curds and boiled
rice placed in a silver cup; she offered daily to the goddess Durga a
sacrifice consisting of parched grain of oblation, boiled rice, sesamum,
sweetmeats, cakes, unguents, incense, and flowers in abundance;  she
besotight,  with a mind prostrate in adoration,  the  naked wandering
ascetics, bearing the name   of   siddhas,   and   carrying   their   begging
bowls filled fay her;   she greatly honoured the directions  of   fortune-
tellers;  she frequented  all   the   sooth-sayers  learned  in   signs;   she
showed all respect to those  who  understood the omen's of birds,  she
accepted all the secrets handed down in the tradition of a succession of
venerable sages......she made the Brahmanas who came into her pre-
sence chant the Veda; she heard sacred stories incessantly repeated;
she carried about little caskets  of  mantras filled  with birch  leaves,
written-over in yellow letters; she tied strings of medicinal pla.nts as
amulets;   even her attendants went out to hear passing  sounds  and
grasped the omens arising from them; she daily threw out lumps of
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